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This issue of the International Women ' s Tribune Centre newsletter 
is the second edition to focus on Women and Appropriate Technology . 
The primary concern this time was to provide more background infor-
mation on the subject , and to take a closer look at women ' s roles 
in rural communities. These roles are many and varied, and in many 
cases lend themselves to the utilization of appropriate technology 
techniques and processes. Because of the common assumption*that 
women are only concerned with home and family-related tasks , em-
phasis has been placed on a wide variety of community and working 
place activities. ( *mistaken) 
In addition, information is given on selected women and appropria t e 
technology projects around the world, illustrating some of the ways 
in which women's concerns in AT can be put to practical use. 
Updates are included on Women and Appropriate Technology resource 
materials and qn United Nations news of interest to women. The list 
of resources should supplement the extensive listing that appeared 
in i~ewsletter #7, Women and Appropriate Technology , Part 1 . Special 
reference should be made to the information given conce r ning the 
World Conference of the UN Decade for Women , 1980, Copenhagen. 
Mention has been made of Newsletter #7 . Because of the demand for 
additional copies of that issue, we have made some revisions to the 
resource listing and had a limited reprint produced . Newslet t er #7 , 
Revised, is now available by request. Both parts of ~omen and 
Appropriate Technology (Newsletters #7 and #9) will be contained in 
a multimedia kit that the Tribune Centre is producing on this subject , 
which will also include a slide/tape set and other materials for use 
by women's groups . The completed kit should be available around the 
end of August . Anyone who is interested in obtaining a copy should 
contact the Tribune Centre neare r that time. 
Many requests have been received for bulk orders of various newslett ers . 
It would appear that people have been finding specific issues useful 
for training groups and workshops in the region. We are happy to fill 
your requests - but please allow plenty of time for the package to get 
to you . Ordering information is as follows: 
Number of copies 
25 
50 
100 
Cost (inc. postage-surface mai l ) 
$ 7 . 25 
$15 . 00 
$30 . 00 
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Appropriate technology is gaining acceptance 
as a philosophy for introducing technology to 
rural communities. Its focus is within the 
community and culture, and its intention is 
to build on exist ing skills and resources in 
the development of technological improvements 
that can be run and maintained within the 
colllIT'unity. It implies that there are techno-
logies that are in-appropriate for some situ-
ations, and that different cultural and geo-
graphical groups have differ ent needs and 
different technologies appropriate to their 
own circumstances. (Adapted from Apprcpriate 
Technology Sourcebook , Volunteers in Asia , 
November 1976, pp . 10-11) . 
"Surely a technology can only be spoken of 
as ' appropriate ' when it is considered in 
relation to a specific physical, social and 
cultural environment; and what is considered 
appropriate to one environment may be in-
a~Jp!:on riate to another ." ("Editorial : Appro-
priatP ~o What?'' Reading Rural Development 
Communications Bulletin (RRDC) #6 . March, 
1979. p . 2 -) 
.... 
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Appropriate t echnol ogy provides simple solutions 
to i mprovements on work tasks performed in the 
t r a d i t i onal manner . It encourages community self-
determination and self-reliance. When community 
members are i nvolved in the choi c e and develop -
ment of new technologies, it is much more likely 
that these will be integrate d into daily life . 
However, appropriate technology is viewed by many 
as a "second- rate " technology . Men are introduced 
to the more highly developed technologies (e . g . 
tractors , etc . ) , while women receive only im-
proved hoe handles and suchlike . It is ' appropriate' 
to int roduce technology evenly in a society , 
avoiding the creation o f an artificial class for 
women as ' beasts of burden ' . 
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"The short term benefits of improved hoe d -
11 
· s an s c ythes are undeniable , but 
wi _not improve women ' s relative status i"f men are being taught to ope r ate 
combine-_ha_rv_esters . Women do not wish to be 
f 
equated a u tomatically with the 
more primitive orms. of technology. Whether · 
s ho uld be included." ( NGO T k F high or low technology , women 
• . as orce on the R 1 f Di scu ssion Paper. 19?9 . p. 6 .) 
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~omen ' s roles and women ' s work are invis i b l e contributions to rural society. 
':'omen are fully involved in t he economic and social tasks of traditional 
communi ies . When any technology is in t roduced , appropriate or not, toos 
participation is usually overlooked , and t h e women rarely consulted or in-
cluded in final decisions . The question tha t must be asked therefore, is 
" Appropriate for Whom? " * 
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"I n t ermediate (appropriate} t echno l ogy ho lds out the p romise of a release 
from unproduc t ive , back- break i ng l abour, . . . There c an be little doubt that 
t hose who stand to gain most from s u c h changes are the rural women, who 
are t he dra we r s of water , t he hewe r s o f wood , the farmers, and the overall 
p r o vi de r s ... " (Mar ilyn Carr , "Appropriate Te chnology : It's importance for 
Af ri can women '', WIN News , Vol . 4 , Wi n t e r 19 78 , p.31. ) 
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'fv-ow. ·- R'-'P.t\t. Ho~·,u: l~CHIJl~lH.~, :f.Ao, '\fol. b : 1?. . ~w\i'f.\"~ 
*Te rm f i rst used by Mari l yn Carr . 
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... as AGRICULTURAL ENGINEER, plans 
and executes a prograrnme of vegetable 
and grain crop production . She is also 
responsible· for seed procurement , land 
p reparation-, multiplication of crops, 
irrigation and fertilization practices 
and pest control. 
~ ~ 
... 
... 
... develops refined cost-analysis of 
available goods and marketing strategies 
including: Planning, design, lay-out & 
operation of retail food markets . She 
is also concerned with quality control 
and improved shipping practices. 
.. . as POST-HARVEST SPECIALIST, prepares 
analysis of vegetable and grain process-
ing and the implementing of suitable 
techniques for the development of the 
processing programme. 
... monitors household energy consumption, 
implements cost-effective strategy for 
the us e and maintenance of the energy 
supply , with the goal of maintaining in-
dependence from costlier, imported forms 
of energy. 
... deve lops and implements work/time 
system for the optimum use of members' 
time. She supervises health, nutrition 
...... 
and training needs for the group , and 
manages assignments, scheduling and labour 
relations. 
* (iHl woRi::.:roRcE.) 
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Rural women ' s work centres on all aspects of 
food and agricultural production. This is the 
foundation for the economy of most "developing" 
countries . Rural women work in the field, in 
the market- place, and in processing activities. 
They provide their communities and nations with 
food, working long hours at physically exhaust-
ing occupations . It is this role as agricultural 
producer that gives them whatever status and 
independence they possess. If , as technologies 
are introduced to rural communities, women are 
not involved or trained in their use, women's 
position and role in the community , and major 
source of income, will be increasingly diminished. 
For m2 the hoe and the water pot which served 
my grandmother still remain my source of liveli-
hood . When I work on the land and fetch water from 
the river, I know that I can eat. But this develop-
ment which you talk about has yet to be seen in 
this village . " (Peasant woman in rural Kenya, as 
told to: Achola Pala , "Definitions of Women and 
Development: An African Perspective." Signs, Uni-
versity of Chicago Press, Autumn 1977 , Vol.3, 
Number 1 , p.13 . ) 
Rural women do no~ work in isolation . Rural life 
is communal and women work together , whether it 
be in the fields o"r in the marketplace. Their role 
as workers and producers is inseparable from their 
social involvement in community life . Therefore , 
when technology is introduced , women often are 
affected on both these levels, a fact that usually 
goes unnoticed by development planners. 
" .. a style of development which is both sensitive 
to the culture of the target peoples, and tackles 
the human and social aspects of the change it is 
instigating is clearly an advance . .. "(RRDC Bulletin 
# 6 . March , 1979 . p . 23 ) 
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Women are often not aware of poss i bilities that 
exist for the use of locally available resources 
to create tools for their work, or for other 
sources of earned income ... * 
"--What do you think women here need most in order 
to ha,,e a better situation , a better life? . .. " 
"--We need teachers . " 
"- - And agriculture. " 
"--And someone to help us sell the things we make . " 
"--You see, we want to build this adult centre so 
that we can learn weaving and crafts , to sell . . . 
What we need is teachers ."* * 
. .. Or, they may be aware of these resources, but 
either have no idea how to acquire the necessary 
equipment, or may not have access to loans which 
would enable them to buy it . * 
"--We have started a group and are trying to put 
up a building for adult education and handicrafts . . 
We are all women and we are trying to get money, 
but we haven't got enough yet to keep our work 
going. We are having money problems . " ** 
One of the problems with past discussions on rural 
women's lives has been that they fail to make real 
the fact that not only are the women's lives harsh, 
arduous and back-breaking, but they are the life and 
breath of rural societies . In cultures based on 
subsistence and primary needs , women provide the 
fundamentals: food, water, fuel. Not only is the 
work usually de-valued by the men of the village and 
the rural development planners , but it is taken for 
granted and therefore invisible . 
"Women and children have the major (approx.9O %) 
responsibility for fetching and carrying water to 
provide for irrigation and domestic use in Kenyan 
villages . The majority must travel one-three kilo-
meters, several times a day . Improving village 
water systems is a very low priority ... perhaps 
because few men have to carry water the long 
distances required day after day . (E l izabeth 
O ' Kelly , Rural Women, 1978 . p.41 .) 
* Marilyn Carr, Win News, Vol.4, Winter 1978, p.32 
** Perdita Huston , Message from the Village, Epoch 
B Foundation, New York, 1978, p.15, p.11. 
.. 
.... 
The term, "food and agriculture-related", almost 
always conjures up visions of home and family to 
development workers intent on assisting rural 
women. In fact, although home technologies are 
undoubtedly important, they in themselves do not 
take account of the more time-consuming and back-
breaking labours in which women are involved. 
The following list includes some of the "tech-
nologies" that might address many of the needs 
experienced by rural women in their role as 
agricultural and fuel producers and providers . 
Ac;RtC:UL1U~AL: 
1mrY'ov~a ho~ 
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H~"V\l\-op~ir~+~c! Wttcl~~ 
~mq:l( ~owt1r rE.qpt:r 
C-reer f~~4t~ fo~ bqb~ C~tcks 
Pf.J.ql- opt~-q·k4 irict +iwt~htr 
H ~ tt\0. Wl'V\V\OW l'r 
V\Jht~1 b ~\"r\noW 
WhTl"R.: 
sto\')a9~ t'q\rik 
lto\V\c.-tY\°qqt h~~'rquhc r~m tuW\p 
CV\qiY\ qY\~ W~'!>V\~t' puW)p 
1l"ct_~a pump 
WinqW\ill puMp 
WaJt1r whitl 
Ani~ql-~rqWn ch'qi~ fuk"v\p 
Many of these labour-saving devices are already in full use 
in some "developing" countries. They are listed so that other 
countries in similar situations can become aware of them. For 
further information on any specific item, please contact the 
International Women's Tribune Centre. 
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The National women's workshop on Appropriate Technology was 
held in Popondetta, Papua New Guinea (PNG) from April 24 to 
May 12, 1978. The workshop was a collaborative effo:t of the 
Office of Village Development, Sou th Pacific Appropriate Tech-
nology Foundation (SPATF), and the National Counci~ of Women. 
The Department of Primary Industry, Health and B~sin~ss De-
velopment was also integrally involved. The basic aim was 
to expose women leaders to new ideas on ways of improving 
nutrition, subsistence agriculture , and cash crop farming 
through the use of simple technologies. In addition, the 
women were introduced to principles of business and manage-
ment. 
Two participants from each of PNG's 20 provinces, in addition 
to several international observers, attended the workshop, 
making a total of 52. The workshop was divided into three 
major parts: l)The first week dealt with Agriculture, 
2)The second week focused on Business Development and Man-
agement, 3)The third week dealt with Appropriate Technology 
and Club Management. The women attended lectures, observed, 
and participated in practical training outdoors. They 
learned skills such as: composting, pest and weed control, 
crop planning for increased nutritional benefit, space plan-
_ning fo1· increased yield from cash crops , care and use of 
livestock, business management, and funding resources. They 
participated in actual construction activities: blacksmithing , 
building drum ovens and smokeless stoves, making agricultural 
implements, village home technologies,etc. The hope was to 
teach women in PNG new methods and skills they could take back 
to their village and teach to other women. 
Several future work shops are being planned in several stages 
to provide follow-up and s upport to the initial workshop. 
The first will be Provincial Women's Workshops held in each 
~rovince, th~n two Local Government Area Women's Workshops 
in each province. These will be followed with Village Level 
Women•~ Workshops. All of these workshops will be planned 
according to the needs of women in each area. There is an 
excellent report available on the workshop , in addition to 
other materials in this are a . Contact: SPATF, P.O. Box 6937, 
Boroko, PNG. 
12 
-· 
In thiS p 
dailY tas 
villages. 
great dist 
st be re 
ften theS 
q11ali ty d 
itY water 
tion and 
iO::fn of t 
task of ca 
In addit1 
and one w 
Cl::tober, 
:.1:1s study 
' ... 33 
~ :c 
c: ::, 
e 7e;·. 
e hope .as ;J 
. co•:d ~a.et,;.1 
al .s:a e= 
• Of· 
~~ eJdl 
(She~: 
-~ 1,eve. 
)" 
1a•.neG 
"'here is a: 
dd1t1on t,. 
6C1 
p .C. sex , 
- -• 
CHIAJJ9 .MAt f tovrNc~ 
In this prov ince of Thailand, women are responsible for the 
dai l y task of f etching and carrying wate r to t heir homes and 
villages . Generally, the closest sources of water are at a 
great distance from the vil l age, and the trip back and forth 
must be repeated as many as two or three times each day. 
Often these water sou rces are unhealthy, and supply poor 
·quality drinking water . One method for creating better qual-
ity water s upplies within the village is through the collec-
tion and stor age of roof run-off . This simple idea relieves 
women of the bur den of their time- consuming, back - breaking 
task of carrying heavy water containers for long distances . 
In addition, it provides a clean water supp l y to the village, 
and one which is l ess susceptible to contamination. 
This project is to develop more efficient ways to co l lect 
roof run - off. Through the project, 500 storage tanks , hand 
pwnps , and guttering will be installed for the u tilization 
of the roof run-off . As an additional component of the pro -
ject, sma l l dams wi l l be constructed, and better methods of 
utilizing ground water for farming purposes introduced . 
Chiang Mai University initiated the project, and funding is 
being provided by the Australian Development Assistance Bur-
eau . For more information, there is a research study avail -
able, Pr e - feasibility stud y of Department of Public We l fare 
land settlements in Northeast Thailand (Hoare and Falvey , 
October , 1977), which discusses the project in detail . For 
t his study , or other information, contact: 
P. Hoare 
Crop and Water Consultant 
Faculty of Agriculture 
Chiang Mai University 
Chiang Mai Province, Thailand 
.. 
One of the primary efforts of the Rural :,omen's Programme 
un i t of the Nat i ona l Federation of Coffee - Growers of Colom-
b i a has been to i mprove the living conditions of rural Col -
omb i an women th r ough the use of labour-saving appropriate 
techno l ogy implements for the home . 
Among the various programmes the Unit has undertaken since 
it was first initiated in 1960, and a key fac or in the 
success o f its various a c tivities , has been its Leadership 
Training Programme for \~omen. Participants 1n hese two -
week training seminars are from he small villages and 
towns in the region . In order to attend one of the sem-
inars , the women must have demonstrated 1 adership ability 
with i n their own village, and have a firm desire to re -
turn to their community after completing the training . 
The curricu lum for these courses reflect the var1ou · r,ome -
r elated technologies of greatest use to the women within 
their own communities: l)Cooperatives . 2)Community Or-
ganization .· ])Manual Skills . 4)Techniques for Fish Farming . 
S)Health & Hygiene . 6)Economics . 7)Nutrition & Food Prep -
aration . S)Hous i ng . 9)Home Improvements . lO)Recreation. 
When they return to their home vi l lages . these women then 
become r esponsible for working with other women inputing 
their knowledge and skills to use in projects that have a 
direct i mpact on rural women ' s lives . For example , in 
the fie l d of health and hygiene , women who have acquired 
basic i nfo r mat i on in this a r ea , and who have had practice 
i n p u tt i ng together a first-aid kit , are providing in -
fo r mat i on and assistance to the community . This primary 
hea l th r esource should , in time , lead to better health 
cond i t i ons a mong the rura l population . 
tAL W1 
rtw~h~ 
I 
~ 
Eeonomic S1 ~, 
Ma JO! C 
which ii 
smoke fI 
iiater well s 
Discusse 
necessar 
niques. 
Mixes 
nstruct 
of the h 
I lustra 
paring t 
walls fo 
~.ake Yourse. 
Emphasis 
ciaterial: 
step coni 
eases thE 
re hygi 
;.; 
·:1 ter~als are 
re lnfonnat 
V lctoria Re 
Jefe Un ·a 
~ 1 ad 
•ederaci6n 
Apartado Ae 
Bogota, Col 
RurAL 'WoM,h~~ rro~rAl'1Mii unrr, 
ll~f 1011/\I. rGDithttQN °r ~ft~~ ~rQWit~ 
The Unit has developed resource materials which the women can 
draw upon when they have returned to their communities. These 
materials present information in a highly visual format with 
step-by-step instructions on how to construct such items as: 
Economic Stove: How to Construct One Yourself. 
Major concern is an oven and cooking surface 
which is raised off the ground and keeps the 
smoke from collecting inside the house. 
Water Wells: Why Construct One? 
Discusses location, maintenance, construction, 
necessary materials, various construction tech-
niques. 
Mixes 
Instruction is given in the physical i.mprovement 
of the home using available, low-cost materials. 
Illustrations of the necessary steps for pre-
paring the various mixes used in constructing 
walls for any type of one-story rural home. 
Make Yourself a Practical and Hygienic Sink 
Emphasis is placed on the use of available 
materials and simple techniques in the step-by-
step construction of a sink. This not only 
eases the workload of women, but ensures a 
more hygienic kitchen area. 
All materials are available free-of-charge, and IN SPANISH ONLY! 
For more information please contact: 
Victoria Rodriguez de Herran 
Jefe Unidad Programas Femeninos Rurales 
Federacibn Nacional de Cafeteros de Colombia 
Apartado Aereo 3938 
Bogota , Colombia. 
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The Village Technology Unit at Karen has three main areas of 
emphasis: 
1 . Home improvement and means of reducing the workload 
of women . 
2. Food production , conservation, preparation and use. 
3. Improvement of water supplies . 
Although there is no information on hand that indicates a special 
effort being made to reach women through this programme , it can 
be readily seen that the people who will benefit most from these 
technologies are the women. 
The Unit was established in June 1976 by UNICEF, in collaboration 
with the Youth Services Division of the Kenya Ministry for Housing 
and Social Services. It is located at the Ministry's Centre for 
Research and Training in Karen, Nairobi . The major purpose of the 
Unit is to provide a demonstration centre where people can see, 
handle and operate a range of technologies useful in village 
communities . The hope is that these technologies will become 
more accessible to the people who have the greatest need for them . 
As well as demonstrating technologies known to be of practical 
use, the Unit provides field testing for new , untried devices . 
The Unit is equipped with simple, manual wood and metal working 
tools, and a "laboratory" section for the testing of Appropriate 
Technology devices . All constructions utilize materials and re-
sources that are readily available in rural communities . A num-
ber of inter-related purposes are also fu l filled by the Unit, 
such as the providing of a practical introduction to the concepts 
and principles of village technologies to high-level administra-
tors , leaders and members of village communities . The Unit colla-
borates with existing extension services, or directly with vill-
age organizations, to provide practical training in construction 
and use of village technologies. I t also prepares "how to" in-
struction leaflets on a variety of devices . 
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The Unit demonstrates simple construction techniques on a wide 
range of technologies, including: The moulding and making of 
mud bricks; making rammed earth cement bricks; insulation; 
home improvements (e.g. wood/ash and cow dung white paint, 
raised smokeless stoves, flyproof storage, etc.); pit latrines; 
home and community-scale food conservation; concrete or mud-
brick silos; a variety of water technologies; food processing 
and preparation. 
Basic guidelines and criteria for the application of new tech-
nologies in communities, with a strong emphasis on village (or 
individual) determination of needs, the utilization of existing 
resources and skills, and on working within cultural structures 
wherever p o ssible, are available. Communications are recognized 
as strong components of any technology, especially communication 
within the community to create awareness of the effects it may 
have on the community and its individual members. 
For further information, contact: 
Jim McDowell 
Chief, Food Technology & Nutrition Section 
UNICEF Eastern Africa Regional Office 
P. O. Box 44145 
Nairobi, KENYA 
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN 'S TRIBUNE CENTRE NEWSLETTER. quarterly. Available 
from: IWTC, 305 East 46th Street, 6th floor, New York, New York 
10017 USA. Free outside of USA . 
Issue No. 7, 1978 was devoted to Appropriate Technology and 
essentially lists groups, periodicals and materials of use 
to women in this field. 
NCAT BRIEF, No. 1, August 1978. Available from: National Center 
for Appropriate Technology , P . O.Box 3838, Butte, Montana 
59704 USA. $ . 75. 
Titled" Something old , someth ing new, something borrowed, 
something due: women and appropriate technology", this 
paper by Judy Smith discusses the necessity of women 
participating in A.T. decisions and development in general. 
THE NFE EXCHANGE. quarterly. Available from: Non-Formal Education Informa-
tion Center, Institute for International Studies, College of Education, 
513 Erickson Hall, Michigan State University , East Lansing, MI 48824 
USA. Free . 
Issue no. 13 was entirely devoted to Women in Development. 
Among the projects listed, and the books and papers cited, 
and organizations mentioned, many were A.T. related. 
TRANET. quarterly. Available from: Tranet, P . O. Box 567, Rangeley, 
Maine 04970 USA. Membership: individual,$15.00; organization,$100.00. 
Free copies overseas as funds allow. 
This is a special issue of their regular Directory which 
is devoted to Womc:n and A.T. It comes with the No. 6, Fa1.l 
1978 newsletter. 
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DULANSEY, MARYANNE ."Can technology help women feed their families?" 
Paper presented at the AAAS Workshop on Women and Development, 
March 26- 27, 1979 , Washington, D.C. 9p. mimeo. Available from : 
Consultants in Development, 2130 P Street, N.W., Suite 803 , 
Washington , D. C . 20037 USA. 
GERARD, R., ISLAM, M. , JAHAN,M., Training for Women in Bangladesh, an 
inventory and sample survey of training programmes), Dacca, UNICEF, 
Women ' s Development Programme, 1977. lOOp . Available from: Unicef, 
Women's Development Programme, P.O . Box 58, Dacca, Bangladesh.Free . 
~CDOWELL, JIM . Vil lage technology in eastern Africa: a report of a 
UNICEF sponsor ed Regional seminar on simple technology for the 
rural family , Nairobi, June 1976. Nairobi, UNICEF, 19 76. 63p. 
Available from: UNICEF Eastern Africa Regional Office. P.O.Box 
44145, Nairobi , Kenya . Free . 
O'KELLY, ELIZABETH . Rural women: their integration in development 
programmes and how simple intermediate technologie s can help 
them . London , author, 1978 . 84p. Available from: the author, 
3 Cumberland Gardens, London WClX 9AF England, U.K. Free. 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA . OFFICE OF VILLAGE DEVELOPMENT. and NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF WOMEN . Meri lanim niu samting. Boroko, PNG, 1978. 30p. 
This report of the first National Women's Workshop which 
included a long sess ion on A. T. can be obtained fr om: PNG, 
Office of Village Deve lopme nt, P.O. Box 6937, Boroko, PNG. 
Free . 
ROGERS , BARBARA . "Well, um, I suppose we never thought of it like 
that ... ", International Development Review 20(3&4) : 61-64 ,1978 . 
Available from: Society for International Development, Publi-
cations , Palazzo Civilta del Lavoro, 00144 Roma, Italy. 
SOUTH PACIFIC APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY FOUNDATION . National Women's 
workshop on Appropriate Technology: the SPATF section, Tradition-
linked technology. Boroko , Papua New Guinea, 1978 . 19p. 
Available from : SPATF, P.O . Box 6937, Boroko, PNG. Free . 
UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME. Women in development--courses 
in action: Small technology: New tools for women. New York, 
UNDP, 1977. 35mm slide-sound album; color; in English, Spanish, 
or French. Availble from: UNDP, 1 UN Plaza, Room CD-1900, New 
York , New York 10017 USA. 
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AFRICAN TRAINING AND RESEARCH CENTRE FOR WOMEN OF THE U. N. ECA. 
The role of women in the utilization of science and technol-
ogy for development. Presented at the African Regional Meeting 
on UNCSTD, Cairo, July 1978 . (M78-1850) 62p. Available from : 
ATCRW. P.O.Box 3001, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Free. 
DAUBER, ROSLYN AND CAIN, MELINDA, eds . Women and technological change 
in developing countries. Boulder, CO, Westview Press, 1979 forth-
c oming. Available from: Westview Press~ 5500 Central Avenue , 
Boulder, CO 80301 USA, after December 1979. 
NGO TASK FORCE ON ROLES OF WOMEN FOR UNCSTD . NGO Statement on women in 
science and technology for development. and Background discussion 
paper for 3rd preparatory conference, January-February 1979 . New 
York, 1978 and 1979. 3p . and lOp . both mimeo . Available from: 
NGO Task Force on Roles of Women for UNCSTD, c/o 54 Riverside Drive, 
New York, New York 10024 USA. 
OVERSEAS EDUCATION FUND OF THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS . Science, 
technology, and women: UNCSTD . Washington , D.C ., 1978. 6p. mimeo . 
Available from: OEF, 2101 L Street, N. W., Suite 916 , Washington, 
D.C . 20037 USA. 
"Changin? role of S.E. Asian women", Southeast Asia Chronicle and 
Pacific ~esearch Bulletin, special joint issue on transnational 
corporat~ons and the effect of their policies and technologies 
on the life of women. Available from: Southeast Asia Resource 
Center, P . O.Bo x 4000D, Berkeley, CA 94704 USA . $1 . 50 a co 
postage; bulk rates available. PY plus 
HANCCX::K-BENS~~, MARY . Women and transnational corporations: relim-
inary bibliography. Honolulu, Hawaii, East West Center 1~ 79 46P and addenda . Available from: author Culture L · ' · · · 
East West Cente 1717 , earning Institute , 
r, East West Road, Honolulu, Hawaii 96822 USA . 
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AFRICAN TRAINING AND RESEARCH CENTRE FOR WOMEN (ATCRW) 
of the Economic Commision for Africa 
P . O. Box 3001 
Add i s Ababa , Ethiopia 
S~nce 1975 , the Centre ' s Village Technology programme has 
aimed at assisting African governments with the identifica-
tion and implimentation of pilot projects and studies which 
emphasize the development of village technology for rural 
women in terms of labour-saving devices and improved equ ip-
ment and techniques for use in income-generating activities 
and home improvement. 
AT INTERNATIONAL 
1709 N Stree N . W. 
Washington D.C . 20036 USA 
GAVIOTAS 
This private, non - profit organization established by 
U. S. congressional mandate almost two years ago , seeks to 
promote the development and dissemination of technologies 
appropriate for developing countries . Assistance is pro-
vided directly to innovative projects or by helping to 
identify other sources of financial , technical , or mana-
gerial aid . 
Centro de Desarrollo Integrado Gaviotas 
Apa r tado Aereo 18261 
Bogod, Colombia 
This research and development center s i tuated in the 
middle of Colombia ' s eastern plains works to utilize the 
region without disturbing its eco logical balance . After 
six years of contin ued growth , the center cares for the 
agricultural, medical, educational , transpor atinn, and 
supply needs of over 100 , 000 settlers in ~his regio~-
They have designed and tested more than six new devices 
and give training courses in these and other A.T . tech-
nologies. Gaviotas a l so is interested in information 
dissemination and exhange of ideas. 
'21 
GATE 
German Appropriate Technology Exchange 
Dag - Hammarskjold - Weg 1, 6236 
Eschborn 1, West Germany 
G. P.. . E . T 
Set up in 1978 by the federal government , GATE offers in-
formation on appropriate technologies to all public and pri-
vate development institutions, especially those in developing 
countries which are adapting, developing, and introducing 
technologies. Free upon request are specific technical 
specifications for a particular problem. They will also 
submit proposals for research and development activities; 
help in transfer of technology situations; and promote 
cooperation between entrepreneurs in developing and industri-
alized countries . 
Groupe de Recherche sur les Techniques Rurales 
34, rue Dumont d ' Urvi l le 
75116 Paris, France 
A research and information group which strives to 
disseminate appropriate technology informatior. throL,gh 
.;;everal means including: answering queries from groups 
~nd individuals in developing countries; publishing a 
series of pamphlets on methods of A.T.; and developing 
an information system which tries to integrate current 
scientific knowledge with traditional concepts and tools 
to produce materials reflective of the new A.T. 
'PERiod i C:AL~ 
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APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY FOR HEALTH. Available from: The Editor, ATH 
Newsletter, World Health Organziation , 1211 Geneve 27, 
Switzerland . Free. 
Describes new developments, ideas , and problems which need 
solving in the field. Also has a bibliography section . 
Editions in French, English, and Spanish. 
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BASICS. quarterly. Available from: Rural Communications, 17 St. James 
Street, South Petherton, Somerset, England, U.K. Free . 
Their subtitle says: "a source of shared information on 
rural development". This newsletter is truly packed with 
useful information,diagrams, discussions, book reviews, 
cut outs to use and other excellent material mostly sent 
in from field worker~ dealing with everyday problems all 
over the world. 
CHILD-TO-child NEWSLETTER. Available from: Child-to-child Programme, 
Institute of Child Health, 30 Guilford Street, London WClN lEH 
England, U.K. Free. 
This group, designed to teach and encourage schoolchildren 
to concern themselves with the health of their younger 
siblings, has also published a conference report and a book 
with many ideas for developing your own programmes on these 
lines. 
IED INFORMATION BULLETIN. quarterly. Available from: International 
Educational Development, Inc., 4401 East-West Highway, Suite 
207, Bethesda, Maryland 20014 USA. Free. 
Contains articles on appropriate technology, listings of 
groups involved in A.T., bibliographies of materials in the 
field and other very useful information. They also publish 
a Spanish edition of this newsletter . 
SALUBRITAS: HEALTH INFORMATION EXCHANGE. Available from: American 
Public Health Association, International Health Programs, 1015 
Eighteenth St. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 USA. Free . 
Emphasizes appropriate technology as it applies to health. 
Editions in English, French, and Spanish. 
,.. 
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COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT. Appropr i ate technology in the Common-
wealth: a directory of institutions . London, 1977. 64p. 
Available from: Commonwealth Secretariat , Marlborough House, 
Pall Mall, London SWlY 5HX , England, U.K. or ITDG, 9 King St., 
London, WC2E 8HN, England, U.K. bl plus postage. 
Information on llc institutions in 26 countries of the 
Commonwealth. Also has index for particular equipment 
and processes. 
NATIONAL TECHNICAL INFORMATION SERVICE . Se l ected appropriate 
technologies . Washington, o.c., 1979 . Available from : 
National Technical Information Service , Suite 620 , 425 
13th Street, N.W. , Washington , D.C . 20004 . 
Over 1,000 entries in this directory identify methods 
of low-cost A.T. gleaned from a wide category of studies 
and reports in this area . 
RURAL COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES. Village Technology Handbook . South 
Petherton, Somerset, U.K. , 1977. Available from: Rural Commun-
ications, 17 St . James Street, South Petherton, Somerset , Lngland. 
U.K . Free. 
A thick portfolio of l oose leaf sheets each of which lists 
names and addresses or bibliographic in formation on contact 
groups/persons by continent and country; international 
organizations by country; and books/periodicals with the 
ordering information and cost . 
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION . Appropriate Technology for Health Directory, 
Geneva, WHO, Devember.1978 . 74 p . Available from : The Editor , ATH 
Programme , World Health Organization , 1211 Geneve 27, Switzerland. 
Free . 
This first revised edition contains the names and addresses 
of 382 organizations , institutions, and individuals from 
75 countries involved in projects in this field . 
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VOLUNTEERS IN TECHNI CAL ASSISTANCE (VITA) . Small farm 
catalog. Forthcoming Availabl f implements 
· e rom: VITA, 3706 Rhode Island Avenue, Mt . Rainier , Maryland , 20822 USA. No 
This new catalog from VITA will 
h~pefully . It will survey farm 
simplest to the middle range of 
price set yet . 
be coming out this summer , 
implements from the 
complex o nes. 
INTERMEDIATE TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT GROUP. Tools for Agriculture: a 
guide to hand-operated and animal-drawn equipment. London, ITDG, 
1976 . 8 2 p. Available from: Intermediate Technolog; Development 
Group, International Development Centre, Publications, 9 King 
Street, Covent Garden , London , WC2E 8HN England, U.K. $1.50. 
This is a second edition of ITDG's Tools for Progress. 
It lists some 27 suppliers of simple and inexpensive 
agricultural equipment . Illustrated. 
UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION (UNIDO). The 
role of UNIDO in promoting the agricultural machinery and 
implements industry . Vienna, Austria, UNIDO. Availa bl e 
from : United Nations Industrial Development Organization, 
Industrial Technology Division , P.O. Box 707, A-1011, Vienna, 
Austria . Free . 
A summary of the kinds of assistance in this field which 
can be obtained from UNIDO and the procedures for 
obtaining them. 
ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK . Appropriate technology and its_applic~ti~n_in 
h · ·t· of the Asian Development Bank. Manila, Phillipines, t e activi ies . 
1977 43 (Occasional Papers, No. 7). Available from: ADB , . p . 7 9 . l 
· l t Bank Information Office, P.O. Box 8 , Mani a, Asian Deve opmen , 
Phillipines . 
Discusses 
trates it 
discusses 
the meanings of appropriate technology and illus-
within the Bank's activities. The last chapter 
future policies and prospects for AT at the Bank. 
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CONTRERAS, CARLOS et al. Technological transformation of developing 
countries: some issues for discussion and preliminary ideas 
for action at the national and international levels in the l 980's. 
Lund, Sweden, Research Policy Program, University of Lund, 1978. 
31 p . Available from: Research Policy Program, University of 
Lund, Solvegatan 8, S-223 62, Lund, Sweden. $4 . 00. 
A paper based on an Informal Consultation organized by 
UNCTAD, Geneva, January 1978. The paper attempts to 
identify some underlying issues for debate and to formulate 
in a very preliminary way, some ideas for further action at 
the national and international levels in relation to the 
three upcoming conferences: UNCTAD V (May 1979), UN 
Conference on Science and Technology for Development 
(August - September, 1979) and the Third UN Development 
Decade. 
UNIVERSITY OF LUND. RESEARCH POLICY PROGRAM. Science, technology and 
basic human needs: A plan to open up the debate on issues 
underlying the 1979 UN Conference on Science and Technology 
for Development. Report of the Lund Conference on Interna-
tional Conflict and Cooperation in Science and Technology for 
Development, Lund, Sweden, 1977. 10 p . Available from: 
Research Policy Program, University of Lund, Solvegatan 8, 
S-223 62, Lund, Sweden. 
A thoughtful and forceful statement calling for increased 
involvement around the world and greater dialogue to 
increase participation in the debate in 1979 . 
WORLD CONFEDERATION OF LABOUR. Technology transfers: trade union 
views . Brussels, Belgium, WCL, 1976. 36 p . Available from: 
World Confederation of Labour, 50 rue Joseph II, B-1040, 
Brussels, Belgium. 
Concerned mostly with the transfer of industrial tech-
nology to developing countries and with science and 
technology problems . 
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The lvo rld Conference of the UN Decade for Wornen meets 
in ro1 cnh age n, Denmark from July 14 - 30, 1980 . Dr Luci l le 
na1r , fo r me r J amaic an Ambassador to Cuba , and Chairperson 
of he 1 7 UN General Assembly Third Committee , has 
been appo inted Secretary- General for the Conference . Dr . 
··air and a s ma ll staff will work out of the UN Secre t ariat 
in :,e1,· Yo r k . 
A ~on - Gove r nmen t a l ~eeting will be held prior to , or at the same time 
as , the U~ Wo rl d Conference in Copenhagen , wi t h t he cooperation 
o~ he Danish Go ve rnment and Danish women ' s organizations . The Con -
ference of ~on - Governmental Organizations (CONGO) has appointed a 
commi tee of i n t e rnational organizational representat i ves that will 
exrlor e da e s, loc atio n and format of such a forum . More information 
on t h is non - governmental forum will be included in the next issue 
o f t he I\ lTC Newsletter. 
The Frepa r a t:o r y Committee for the World Conference of the UN 
Decade fo r Wo men will hold its second meeting , with 23 members , 
·rom August 27- S0p tember 7 , 19 79 , at UN Headquarters in New York . 
, 1 rk will inc lude a p r e liminary d raft programme of action for the 
~-~ond ha l f of t he Deca de for Wome n . 
lE-JPUT: 
The ~r;o Committee ,n the lJ N De c a de f r:,r I omen , based in N~w York. at 
UiJ Heudq uart.crs , i i; hos ting a second programme entitled Prepan.nq 
for h C - I t · s " 'T'he semin a r will tak e pla c e from August 27 -e 1g 1 ie . - · . 
mb 8 19 79 a nd will run co nc urrently with the Preparatory .::.epte r , , , 
•onuii tee for t he 1980 world Confere nc e. Included on the 
f I e minar wil 1 b e a re c e p tion for the members of the 1 rogramme o 1e s . . . 
Commit t ee , wo rk s hops , disc us s ions and briefings with UN rre1ara ory f h 
· · 1 pec iali s ts conce rned with the issues be ore t e and i nterna ti ona s . " . 
f For fur the r info rmatio n on Preparing for Cop nhagen con e r ence . . 
8 . · " s · r Two and/o r a r epo rt of Seminar: One , 197 , he Eigh ies , e m1n a , 8 h 
·tt o n he Decade f o r Women , 777 GN Plaza, . t con t act : NGO Cammi e e 
f l oo r, Ne w York, N. Y. 100 17 , USA . 
UN Regional Conferences to prepare for the World Conference 
of the UN Decade for Women are being sponsored by the Econorr,i c 
Commissions . These conferences will make a more detailed 
assessment: of ,.,,omen ' s progress within the region . Non-
governmental nrganizations (NGOs) are encouraged to send 
representatives to these conferences, and current infor-
mation can b e obtained from the women ' s coordinator s at 
each of the Economic Commissions (see addresses helow). 
Scheduled regi onal conferences are : 
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA). 
-Lusaka, Zambia , August 1979. 
Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) 
- Paris, France , July 9-12, 1979. 
Zconomic Commission for Western Asia (ECWA) 
· ·Damascus, Syria , Autumn date (to be confirmed) , 1979 
Economic Commission for Latin America & the Caribbean (ECLA) 
- Panama City , Panama , September (to be confirmed) , 1 979 . 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) 
-New Delhi, India, October 1979 
The Non-Aligned States are holding a preparatory conference 
from May 5-13, 1979, in Baghdad, Iraq. 
For further information on regional commission meetings, 
contact: 
ECA, P . O. Box 3001, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia . 
ECE, Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland . 
ECLA, Edificio Naciones Unidas, Avenida Dag Hammarskjold , 
Casilla 179-D, Santiago, Chile . 
ECWA, P . O. Box 4656, Beirut, Lebanon . 
ESCAP, United Nations Building, Rajdamnern Avenue, Bangkok, 
Thailand . 
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The UN Commission on the Status of Women is scheduled to meet early 
in 1980 to make plarts for its contributions to the Conference, some 
of which will be in collaboration with the Preparatory Committee. 
The Commission ' s work will include work on review and evaluation of 
progress since 1975, and on a draft text for a "declaration on the 
participation of women in the struggle for strengthening of inter-
national peace and security against colonialism, racism, racial 
discrimination, foreign oppression and occupation, and all forms of 
foreign domination." (GA Resolution 32/142) . Officials of NGOs have 
been asked to describe their work in these areas. 
Reference : UN SECRETARIAT . Effects of the Provisional Agenda for th~ 
World Conference of the UN Decade for Women, 1980, on the Programme 
of Work of the Council and the Commission on the Status of Women . 
New York, UN, 1979 , 20p . (E/1979/6/Rev.l) Available from CESI/DPL, 
United Nations, New York, N.Y. 10017, USA. Order# 79-10294. 
The International Research and Training Institute for the 
Advancement of Women was initiated at the 1975 International 
Women's Year Conference in Mexico City. Its objectives are 
to encourage and assist the efforts of governmental and non-
governmental organizations involved in advancing the parti-
cipation of women in economic, social and political areas . 
The Institute will become a clearing-house for the collect-
ion and distribution of information on research and training 
programmes concerning women around the world . 
Originally, this institute was scheduled to be set up in 
Tehran, Iran . It is now expected that the invitation of the 
government of the Dominican Republic will be accepted at 
the spring meeting of the Economic and Social Council, and 
the formal recommendation made to the UN General Assembly at 
its 1979 session. The selection process for the first board 
of directors is now underway. 
Reference: UN CENTRE FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND HUMANITARIAN 
AFFAIRS, "Voluntary Fund for the UN Decade for Women and 
International Research and Training Institute for the Advance-
ment of women", Decade Note , October 1978 . Sp. Available from: 
CSDHA/ESA, 1 UN Plaza, New York, N.Y. 10017, USA . 
The Voluntary Fund for the UN Decade for Women has given 
funds for women ' s projects in rural development , small-
scale industries , technical cooperation between develop-
ing countries , national developmen planning , appropriate 
technology , training and exchange of information . The 
R gional Economi c Commissions are continuing efforts to 
strengthen national and sub-regional strat gies concern-
ing women , partly by sponsoring workshops on project and 
proposa l development . There have been eleven of these 
workshops in the African region , and more are planned for 
the future. For further information on the "oluntary Fund , 
please contact : Ms. Margaret Snyder , CSDHA/ESA , 1 UN Plaza , 
New York , N. Y. 10017 . 
• • 
The UN Conference on Science and Technology_L<2.E.. Dev~opment 
(UNCSTD), will be he l d from August 19-29 , 1979 , in Vienna , 
Austria. A parallel forum has been organized by NGOs , in -
cluding a special session on the roles of women in scientific 
and technological developments . Efforts by these NGOs to have 
an agenda item dealing with women ' s roles included in the 
UNCSTD meeting itself have been unsuccessful to date. For 
information on the NGO Forum at UNCSTD , contact: Dr . Karim 
Ahmed , Chairman , NGO Committee on Science and Technology for 
Dev2 l opment , 1 22 East 42nd St ., New York, N. Y. 10017 , USA . 
Reference: GO TASK FORCE Ot 1 ROLES OF W0)1EN FOR NCSTD. Up-
date on UNCSTD . April 11, 1979 . 2p. Available from: NGO Task 
torce on Roles of Women , 54 Riverside Drive , New 'York , N. Y. 
10()24 , USA . 
• • 
The World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Develop-
ment (WCARRD) , wi ll take place from July 12 - 20 , 1979, in 
Rome. Italy. Statements have been issued from the regional 
preparatory meetings , emphasizing the importance of in-
creasing the effective participatio1. of women in rural 
development efforts . Additionally , ~ group of international 
non- governmenta l organizations has iasued a statement that 
will be presented at WCARRD , supporting the recognition 
of women ' s role in achieving the goals of the conference . 
There will be NGO representatives participating in WCARRD . 
For more information , contact: FAO , Via delle Terme di 
Caracalla , 00100 , Rome , Italy. 
Reference : NGO COMMITTEE ON THE UN DECADE FOR WOMEN. NGO 
resolution to be presented to WCi'-,RRD . mimeo. lp . Available 
from NGO Committee on the UN Decade for Women , 777 UN Plaza , 
8th floor , New York , N. Y. 10017 , USA. 
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This sheet is important. The information sent to us by those who 
fill it out will enable us to continue collecting basic knowledge about 
the variety and numbe r of "wo men in development " projects* that are 
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